Dear M. Dowdy:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Commi ssion during the public neeting in Caruthersville,
M ssouri,
on April 2, 2001. In your statenent you discussed the follow ng
itenms: (a) annual funding for the St. Francis Basin project;
(b) mai ntenance of Ditch 251 Upper; (c) erosion around a private
bridge on Ditch 281; (d) continuation of channel mai ntenance
work in your area and request for an investigation and surveys
down-
stream of the Arkansas/M ssouri state line; and (e) opposition
to all eged delay of projects by environnental groups.

The Comm ssion recogni zes your concerns regardi ng annua
funding levels of the St. Francis Basin. W agree that the
Menphis District’s 5-year programis systematic in its approach
and does identify substantial annual mai ntenance needs within
the St. Francis Basin project. The Menphis District wll
continue to work this program and execute needed operation and
mai nt enance based on avail able funding and relative priority of
wor K.

The Menphis District is nearing conpletion on channel
cl eanout of Ditch 251 Upper. A nodification is pending to place
riprap protection at the intersection of Ditches 45 and 294 to
prevent headcutting and erosion. Plans and specifications are
conpl eted on channel cleanouts of Ditches 66 and 251 Uni nproved.
Wrk on these two itens will be schedul ed dependent upon
relative priority and availability of funds. Hydraulic analysis
has been conpleted on Ditch 251 Lower, Ditch 1 Lower, Ditch 81
and Ditch 290. The results of that analysis indicate that the
channel capacities need to be restored.

The Menphis District will inspect the possible scour at the
bridge on Ditch 281-9 and nake a determ nation if protection is
warranted. The District staff will advise you of their

findi ngs.



The Menphis District is continuing to investigate the
perf ormance of the conpleted flood control inprovenents in the
vicinity of Lower Belle Fountain and Stateline outlet ditches in
sout heast M ssouri and northeast Arkansas as funding and ot her
priorities permt. These investigations also include the
effects of the Riverval e Fl oodway on drai nage conditions in the
ar ea.

The Conmi ssion recogni zes your concerns regardi ng all eged
del ays to projects and construction of particular itens of work
as a result of actions on the part of environnental agencies and
interest groups. The Corps will continue to conply fully with
the requirenments of the National Environmental Policy Act in
t he devel opnent of projects with our |ocal sponsors and engage
resource agencies early on in the process to avoid delays to the
extent possi bl e.

Thank you again for your presentation. The Comm ssion
appreci ates receiving your views and will be pleased to hear
fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssipp
Ri ver Comm ssi on



